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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is in response to the communication filed on May 16, 2005. No new 
Claims have been added. Claims 1-24 are pending. 

Response to Remarks/Arguments 

2. Applicant's remarks/arguments filed on May 16, 2005, with respect to Claims 1 , 
17, 23 and 24, have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Referring to the previous Office action, Examiner had cited relevant portions of 
the references as a means to illustrate the system as taught by the prior art. As a 
means of providing further clarification as to what is taught by the references used in the 
first office action, Examiner has expanded the teachings for comprehensibility while 
maintaining the same grounds of rejection of the claims. 

Alt et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,580,356), teaches a personal identifier in which 
the identifier includes a coded signal generating device adapted to be carried on the 
body of a person identified thereby, which utilizes the body of the person carrying the 
device as a transmission link for the coded signal generated thereby, to interact with an 
identity recognition system. Furthermore, Alt teaches that the personal identification 
selectively and automatically enables a specified operation or transaction to be 
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performed according to preset instructions, by means of a transmitter adapted to be 
worn on the body of a person. 

Nerlikar (U.S. Patent Number 5,629,981 ) teaches a security system, which 
provides a secure; end-to-end fully automated solution for controlling access, 
transmission, manipulation, and auditability of high value information comprising an 
RFID transponder badge and an RF reader transceiver which is associated with a host 
peripheral or a network. Furthermore, Nerlikar teaches the RFID may comprise an 
integrated ID, memory storage and a communication device. 

3. Regarding amended independent Claims 1, 9, 17, 23 and 24, Applicant argues 
that prior art (Alt and Nerlikar) do not teach "variable or fixed memory", "multiple or 
variable memory component", "use of multiple user Ids that are variably based on the 
service being provided" and "variable storage identification data storage means". These 
arguments are not persuasive. 

Prior art teaches, "multiple or variable memory component and variable or fixed 
memory" (Alt Column 1 1 line 63 - Column 12 line 5). Instant application discloses 
"multiple or variable memory component and variable or fixed memory" as "..the fixed 
data storage unit 16 and the variable data storage unit 17 may be configured as 
memories removable with respect to the portable equipment 10" (Page 23 lines 12-13). 
Furthermore, Alt discloses that the memory in the body linking system (portable device) 
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includes memory storage means such as semiconductor chip-fabricated read-only 
memory (ROM) or random access memory (RAM) (Alt Column 9 lines 41 - 59) and 
Nerlikar discloses a user RFID badge that includes a PC card and can also store unique 
information in ROM (Nerlikar Column 7 lines 6 - 28). 

Prior art teaches, ""use of multiple user Ids that are variably based on the service 
being provided" (Alt Column 6 line 60 - Column line 30 and Column 8 line 66 - Column 
9 line 23) and "variable storage identification data storage means" (Alt Column 9 lines 
41 - 59) wherein if a higher level of security is necessary, multiple user Ids are stored in 
the system and used to authorize the user and such storage means include ROM and 
RAM. 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner. 
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5. Applicant clearly has failed to explicitly identify specific claim limitations, which 
would define a patentable distinction over prior arts. Therefore, the examiner 
respectfully asserts that cited prior art does teach or suggest the subject matter broadly 
recited in independent Claims 1, 9, 17, 23 and 24. Dependent claims 2-8 and 10-16 
are also rejected at least by virtue of their dependency on independent claims and by 
other reason set forth in this office action. 

Accordingly, the rejection for the pending Claims 1 - 24 is respectfully 
maintained. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



6. Claims 1-15 and 17-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Alt et al. (U.S. Patent No: 6,580,356). 
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Regarding Claim 1 , Alt teaches and describes an authentication information 
communication system made up of a portable information communication system made 
up of a portable information processing device executing the communication through a 
human body, and a service furnishing device (Fig. 4, 6 and Column 6 line 26 - Column 
13 line 22), wherein said portable information processing device includes 

a contact point A contacting the human body to establish a communication path 
through said human body (Fig. 5 #10 and Column 6 lines 60 - 67); 

fixed data storage means for memorizing fixed user identification data capable of 
identifying a user (Fig. 6 #63 and Column 1 1 line 63 - Column 12 line 5); 

variable data storage means for holding variable user identification data 
corresponding to a service furnished by said service furnishing device (Fig. 6 #64 and 
Column 12 lines 1 - 5); and 

outputting means for outputting at least authentication data which is based on 
said variable user identification data (Fig. 6 #60 and Column 1 1 lines 52 - 58); and 

wherein said service furnishing device includes 

a contact point B contacting the human body to establish a communication path 
through said human body (Fig. 4 #32 and Column 7 lines 20 - 27); and 

control means for controlling service execution based on the results of the 
authentication processing which is based on said authentication data (Fig. 4 #33 and 
Column 7 lines 20-31). 
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Regarding Claim 9, Alt teaches and describes a portable information processing 
device for executing the communication with a service furnishing device through a 
human body (Fig. 4, 6 and Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 22), said portable 
information processing device comprising: 

a contact point A contacting the human body to establish a communication path 
through said human body (Fig. 5 #10 and Column 6 lines 60 - 67); 

fixed data storage means for memorizing fixed user identification data capable of 
identifying a user (Fig. 6 #63 and Column 1 1 line 63 - Column 12 line 5); 

variable data storage means for holding variable user identification data 
corresponding to a service furnished by said service furnishing device (Fig. 6 #64 and 
Column 12 line 1 - 5); and 

outputting means for outputting at least authentication data which is based on 
said variable user identification data (Fig. 6 #60 and Column 1 1 lines 52 - 58). 

Regarding Claim 17, Alt teaches and describes a method for authentication 
information communication executed by a portable information processing device 
including a contact point A adapted for establishing a communication path through a 
human body on having contact therewith and a service furnishing device including a 
contact point B adapted for establishing a communication path through a human body 
on having contact therewith (Fig. 4, 6 and Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 22), said 
method comprising: 
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a step of transmitting service identification data from said service furnishing 
device to said portable information processing device through said contacts B and A 
(Fig. 4 and Column 10 lines 25 - 52) ; 

a step of extracting variable user identification data corresponding to said service 
identification data from said variable user identification data storage means in said 
portable information processing device (Column 6 line 60 - Column 7 line 30); 

a step generating data for authentication based on the variable user identification 
data as extracted (Column 8 line 34 - Column 9 line 4); 

a step of outputting said data for authentication from said portable information 
processing device to said service furnishing device through said contact points A and B 
(Fig. 4, Column 7 lines 20 - 29 and Column 9 line 5 - 23); and 

a step of controlling service execution in said service furnishing device based on 
the results of authentication processing for said data for authentication (Column 7 lines 
20 - 31 and Column 9 lines 4 - 23). 

Regarding Claim 23, Alt teaches and describes in a system for authentication 
information communication executed by a portable information processing device 
having a contact point A adapted for establishing a communication path through a 
human body on having contact therewith and a service furnishing device having a 
contact point B adapted for establishing a communication path through a human body 
on having contact therewith, a program furnishing medium for tangibly furnishing a 
computer program which causes a processing executed on a service furnishing device 
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to be executed on a computer system (Fig. 4, 6 and Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 
22), said computer program comprising: 

a step of outputting service identification data from said service furnishing device 
through said contact point B to said portable information processing device (Fig. 4 
Column 7 lines 20 - 29 and Column 9 line 5 - 23); 

a step of receiving data for authentication generated by said portable information 
processing device based on the variable user identification data corresponding to said 
service identification data through said contact point B (Fig. 4 and Column 10 lines 25 - 
52); and 

a step of controlling the service execution based on the result of authentication 
processing for said data for authentication (Column 7 lines 20 - 31 and Column 9 lines 
4-23). 

Regarding Claim 24, Alt teaches and describes in a system for authentication 
information communication executed by a portable information processing device 
having a contact point A adapted for establishing a communication path through a 
human body on having contact therewith and a service furnishing device having a 
contact point B adapted for establishing a communication path through a human body 
on having contact therewith, a program furnishing medium for tangibly furnishing a 
computer program which causes a processing executed on a service furnishing device 
to be executed on a computer system (Fig. 4, 6 and Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 
22), said computer program comprising: 
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a step of receiving service identification data output from said service furnishing 
device to said portable information processing device through said contact point A (Fig. 
4 and Column 1 0 lines 25 - 52); 

a step of extracting variable user identification data corresponding to said service 
identification data from said variable user identification data storage means (Column 6 
line 60 -Column 7 line 30); 

a step of generating data for authentication based on the variable user 
identification data as extracted (Column 8 line 35 - Column 9 line 4); and 

a step of computing said data for authentication from said portable information 
processing device to said service furnishing device through said contact point A 
(Column 8 lines 34-65). 

Claim 2 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1. Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes an authentication information communication system made up of 
a portable information communication system made up of a portable information 
processing device executing the communication through a human body, and a service 
furnishing device (Fig. 4, 6 and Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 22), wherein said 
portable information processing device includes 

synthesizing means for synthesizing fixed user identification data stored in said 
fixed data storage means and variable user identification data stored in said variable 
data storage means (Fig.6 #60, Column 11 line 63 - Column 1 2 line 5 and Column 1 3 
lines 10-22); 
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said synthesizing means generating authentication data which is based on said 
fixed user identification data and said variable user identification data (Fig. 6 #60, 
Column 11 line 63 - Column 12 line 5 and Column 13 lines 10-22). 

Claim 10 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 9. Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes a portable information processing device for executing the 
communication with a service furnishing device through a human body (Fig. 4, 6 and 
Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 22) comprising: 

synthesizing means for synthesizing fixed user identification data stored in said 
fixed data storage means and variable user identification data stored in said variable 
data storage means (Fig. 6 #60, Column 1 1 line 63 - Column 1 2 line 5 and Column 1 3 
lines 10-22); 

said synthesizing means generating authentication data which is based on said 
fixed user identification data and said variable user identification data (Fig. 6 #60, 
Column 1 1 line 63 - Column 1 2 line 5 and Column 1 3 lines 1 0 - 22). 

Claim 18 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 17. Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes a method for authentication information communication executed 
by a portable information processing device (Fig. 4, 6 and Column 6 line 26 - Column 
13 line 22) including a contact point A adapted for establishing a communication path 
through a human body on having contact therewith and a service furnishing device 
including a contact point B adapted for establishing a communication path through a 
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human body on having contact therewith, wherein the step of generating said data for 
authentication includes a step of synthesizing said variable user identification data and 
said fixed user identification data (Fig. 6 #60, Column 1 1 line 63 - Column 12 line 5 and 
Column 13 lines 10-22). 

Claim 3 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes an authentication information communication system made up of 
a portable information communication system made up of a portable information 
processing device executing the communication through a human body (Fig. 4, 6 and 
Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 22) and a service furnishing device, wherein said 
service furnishing device includes 

authentication means for executing authentication processing which is based on 
said authentication data transferred from said portable information processing device 
through said contact points A and B (Fig. 4 #33, #35 and Column 8 line 34 - Column 9 
line 23); 

said control means controlling service execution based on the results of 
authentication processing by said authentication means (Fig. 4 #33 and Column 7 lines 
20-31). 

Claim 1 1 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 9. Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes a portable information processing device for executing the 
communication with a service furnishing device through a human body (Fig. 4, 6 and 
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Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 22) in which said variable user identification data is 
stored in said variable data storage means in association with a service identifier; 
wherein 

corresponding variable user identification data is extracted from said variable 
data storage means based on said service identifier received from said service 
furnishing device to output the data for authentication which is based on the extracted 
variable user identification data (Column 10 lines 38 - 52). 

Claim 19 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 17. Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes a method for authentication information communication executed 
by a portable information processing device (Fig. 4, 6 and Column 6 line 26 - Column 
13 line 22) including a contact point A adapted for establishing a communication path 
through a human body on having contact therewith and a service furnishing device 
including a contact point B adapted for establishing a communication path through a 
human body on having contact therewith, 

wherein said service furnishing device executes the step of authentication 
processing executing the authentication processing based on said data for 
authentication transmitted from said portable information processing device through 
said contact points A and B (Fig. 4 #33, #35 and Column 8 line 34 - Column 9 line 23); 

said control step controlling the service execution based on the results of 
authentication processing by said authentication step (Fig, 4 #33 and Column 7 lines 20 
-31). 
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Claim 4 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes an authentication information communication system made up of 
a portable information communication system made up of a portable information 
processing device executing the communication through a human body (Fig. 4, 6 and 
Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 22), and a service furnishing device, wherein said 
service furnishing device includes 

service identifier holding means for holding a service identifier corresponding to a 
service to be furnished (Column 10 lines 25 - 52); and 

wherein said portable information processing device is configured for storing said 
variable user identification data in said variable data storage means in association with 
said service identifier (Column 3 lines 15-28 and Column 8 line 52 - 65); 

corresponding variable user identification data being extracted from said variable 
data storage means based on said service identifier received from said service 
furnishing device through said contact points A and B to output the authentication data 
which is based on the extracted variable user identification data (Column 8 line 52 - 
Column 9 line 23 and Column 10 lines 38 - 52). 

Claim 12 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 9. Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes a portable information processing device for executing the 
communication with a service furnishing device through a human body (Fig. 4, 6 and 
Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 22), wherein said variable user identification data 
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includes the mode setting information for the service furnished by said service 
furnishing device (Column 10 lines 38 - 52). 

Claim 20 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 17. Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes a method for authentication information communication executed 
by a portable information processing device including a contact point A adapted for 
establishing a communication path through a human body on having contact therewith 
and a service furnishing device including a contact point B adapted for establishing a 
communication path through a human body on having contact therewith (Fig. 4, 6 and 
Column 6 line 26 - Column 1 3 line 22), wherein said service furnishing device includes 

a step of generating user identification data for authentication corresponding to a 
service to be furnished (Column 8 line 34 - Column 9 line 4 and Column 10 lines 25 - 
52); 

said portable information processing device is configured for receiving user 
identification data for authentication generated by said means adapted for generating 
user identification data for authentication from said service furnishing device through 
said contacts B and A, and for storing the so-received data in said variable user 
identification data storage means as variable user identification data (Fig. 4 and Column 
10 lines 25-52). 



Claim 5 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1. Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes an authentication information communication system made up of 
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a portable information communication system made up of a portable information 
processing device executing the communication through a human body (Fig. 4, 6 and 
Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 22), and a service furnishing device, wherein 
said service furnishing device includes 

means for generating user identification data for authentication corresponding to 
a service to be furnished (Column 8 line 34 - Column 9 line 4 and Column 1 0 lines 25 - 
52); and 

wherein said portable information processing device is configured for receiving 
user identification data for authentication generated by said means adapted for 
generating user identification data for authentication from said service furnishing device 
through said contact points A and B for storage as variable user identification data in 
said variable user identification data storage means (Fig. 4 and Column 10 lines 25 - 
52). 

Claim 13 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 9. Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes a portable information processing device for executing the 
communication with a service furnishing device through a human body (Fig. 4, 6 and 
Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 22), wherein 

said contact point A is curved in profile to follow the mounting side of the human 
body (Fig. 2 A,B,C, Fig 3 A, B; Column 3 lines 24 - 41 and Column 12 lines 9 - 62). 



Claim 21 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 17. Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes a method for authentication information communication executed 
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by a portable information processing device (Fig. 4, 6 and Column 6 line 26 - Column 
13 line 22) including a contact point A adapted for establishing a communication path 
through a human body on having contact therewith and a service furnishing device 
including a contact point B adapted for establishing a communication path through a 
human body on having contact therewith, further comprising: 

a user management step of executing authentication processing for a user 
(Column 4 line 65 - Column 5 line 6); 

said user management step including a step of generating a registration table 
having registered therein the user registration state and the service use state from one 
registered user to another (Column 4 line 65 - Column 5 line 42 and Column 10 line 65 
-Column 11 line 2); 

said authentication processing being carried out based on said registration table 
(Column 4 line 65 - Column 5 line 50). 



Claim 6 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1. Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes an authentication information communication system made up of 
a portable information communication system made up of a portable information 
processing device executing the communication through a human body (Fig. 4, 6 and 
Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 22), and a service furnishing device, further 
comprising: 

user management means for executing authentication processing for a user 
(Column 4 line 65 - Column 5 line 6 and Column 1 0 line 65 - Column 1 1 line 2); 
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said user management means having a registration table having registered 
therein the user registration state and the service use state from one registered user to 
another, said user management means being configured for executing the 
authenticating processing based on said registration table (Column 4 line 65 - Column 
5 line 50). 

Claim 14 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 9. Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes a portable information processing device for executing the 
communication with a service furnishing device through a human body (Fig. 4, 6 and 
Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 22), adapted for being mounted on one of a finger, 
an arm, a neck, a leg, a foot or a head of the user (Fig. 2 A, B, C, D, F; Fig 3 A, B; 
Column 3 lines 24 - 41 and Column 1 2 lines 9 - 62). 

Claim 22 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 17. Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes a method for authentication information communication executed 
by a portable information processing device (Fig. 4, 6 and Column 6 line 26 - Column 
13 line 22) including a contact point A adapted for establishing a communication path 
through a human body on having contact therewith and a service furnishing device 
including a contact point B adapted for establishing a communication path through a 
human body on having contact therewith, further comprising: 

a step of registering a service to be furnished to a user (Column 4 line 65 - 
Column 5 line 6); 
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said service registration step including a step of generating user identification 
data for authentication corresponding to a service furnished by said service furnishing 
device (Column 4 line 65 - Column 5 line 42, Column 8 line 34 - Column 9 line 4 and 
Column 10 lines 25-52); 

said portable information processing device having a step of storing the user 
identification data for authentication generated in said variable user identification data 
storage means as variable user identification data (Column 3 lines 15-28 and Column 
8 line 52-65). 

Claim 7 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes an authentication information communication system made up of 
a portable information communication system made up of a portable information 
processing device executing the communication through a human body (Fig. 4, 6 and 
Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 22), and a service furnishing device, further 
comprising: 

service registration means for registering a service furnished to the user (Column 
4 line 65 - Column 5 line 6); 

said service registration means including means for generating user identification 
data for authentication corresponding to a service to be furnished by said service 
furnishing device (Column 4 line 65 - Column 5 line 42, Column 8 line 34 - Column 9 
line 4 and Column 10 lines 25 - 52); 
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said portable information processing device being configured for storing the user 
identification data for authentication generated by said service registration means in 
said variable user identification data storage means as variable user identification data 
(Column 3 lines 1 5 - 28 and Column 8 line 52 - 65). 

Claim 15 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 9. Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes a portable information processing device for executing the 
communication with a service furnishing device through a human body (Fig. 4, 6 and 
Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 22), the portable information processing device 
enclosed in any of a wrist-watch, a necklace, a ring, a hair band or bracelet (Fig. 2 
A,B,C, Fig 3 A, B; Column 3 lines 24-41 and Column 12 lines 9-62). 

Claim 8 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes an authentication information communication system made up of 
a portable information communication system made up of a portable information 
processing device executing the communication through a human body (Fig. 4, 6 and 
Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 22), and a service furnishing device, wherein said 
variable user identification data includes the information for setting the service mode of 
a service furnished by said service furnishing device (Fig. 6 #64 and Column 12 lines 1 
-5). 



Application/Control Number: 09/696,927 
Art Unit: 2136 



Page 21 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Alt et al 
(U S Patent 6,580,356) in view of Nerlikar (U S. Patent No. 5,629,981). 

Claim 16 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 9. Furthermore, Alt 
teaches and describes a portable information processing device for executing the 
communication with a service furnishing device through a human body (Fig. 4, 6 and 
Column 6 line 26 - Column 13 line 22). Alt does not teach that the said fixed data 
storage means and the variable data storage means are removable with respect to the 
portable information processing device. However Nerlikar discloses a portable 
information management (Fig. 1, 3A, 3B, 5A and Column 7 lines 6-22), wherein 

said fixed data storage means and the variable data storage means are 
removable with respect to the portable information processing device (Column 16 lines 
12 - 67). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to implement a method for implementing a portable 
information processing device with fixed data storage means and variable data storage 
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means as taught by Alt et al. and to have the fixed data storage means to be removable 
to eliminate unauthorized use of the device. The motivation would have been to provide 
high level of security and authorization that allows concurrently providing user ID and 
personal ID verification . 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

9. Applicant is urged to consider the references. However, the references should be 
evaluated by what they suggest to one versed in the art, rather than by their specific 
disclosure. If applicants are aware of any better prior art than those are cited, they are 
required to bring the prior art to the attention of the examiner. 
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10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pramila Parthasarathy whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3866. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00a.m. To 5:00p.m.. If attempts 
to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Ayaz 
Sheikh can be reached on 571-232-3795. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to 
the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose 
telephone number is 703-305-3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Pramila Parthasarathy 
July 14, 2005. 
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